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Preface 

In this book I summarize the work I have carried out to understand the Argentina 1935-51 
definitives issued on the first two papers; the 1935-36 paper, and the late 1936 to 1938 
paper. I have opted to publish this book now, instead of waiting an indefinite and most likely 
long period of time until I am able to have the time and the additional stamps I need to write 
a more complete book on this most complicated definitive issue. Completing this series is a 
daunting endeavor. I have been able to complete the regular issues, but am still missing 
many printing and plate varieties; and the booklets. I am also still missing some of the 
ǎŎŀǊŎŜǊ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ǾŀƭǳŜǎ ƻƴ ŎƻǾŜǊΦ L ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ Ǌǳƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ψ{ŜǊǾƛŎƛƻ hŦƛŎƛŀƭΩ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ōǳǘ ǘƻ 
date have been unable to complete the Departmental Official issues. I have a handful of 
official covers, and am missing the majority of these issues in this format. Try finding a 1 
peso with map boundaries Departmental Official on cover! Despite these completion 
failures, through luck, perseverance, and thanks to low demand for these stamps, I have 
been able to assemble a voluminous reference collection with many rare items. I hope you 
learn from this study, and if you do not currently collect this issue, decide to collect it. If you 
have some of these stamps, I hope that you are able to differentiate the issues more 
accurately than by using the current catalogues. 
 
This book has been written in a hurry. I apologize for the slight incoherence of my exposition 
and the editing errors that I have made. This book is more research notebook than 
monograph! I am happier publishing these notes now than waiting 20 years to publish a 
ΨŦƛƴƛǎƘŜŘΩ ƳƻƴƻƎǊŀǇƘ ǎƛƴŎŜ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ ǘƻ ŦƻǊŜŎŀǎǘ ǘƘŀǘ L ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻΗ 
 
Beginning collectors to this series encounter several stumbling blocks. The first stumbling 
block, which is encountered by collectors using the Scott catalogue, is that the stamps have 
been grouped using a scheme that is based on the major watermark types; ignoring the 
difference for the same watermark as used on the various papers, the variations within a 
watermark type, and the changes of other printing characteristics through 20 years of postal 
use. The second stumbling block, which collectors using the Argentinean specialized 
catalogues encounter, is that the issues have been grouped in a loosely chronological 
scheme that separates Argentinean papers from imported papers. I use a description 
scheme for the stamps that is independent of the catalogs. Those who have studied or 
collected this series for a few years have likely been confused by the catalog numbers. Most 
collectors in North America use the Scott catalogue, and most collectors in Argentina use the 
Petrovich and Kneitschel catalogs. These three catalogs have confusing numbering schemes 
and all do not differentiate all of the papers correctly. The Klass specialized Argentinean 
catalog comes closest to an accurate description of this issue, but misses a few papers. I 
unfortunately have not had time to describe the inaccuracies found in these catalogs. 
 
Referring repeatedly to the Argentina 1935-51 Definitives lengthens the text needlessly. 
From here onwards I use the descriptor Arg3551 to refer to this series. In addition, I refer to 
ǘƘŜ Ψ{ŜǊǾƛŎƛƻ hŦƛŎƛŀƭΩ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ Ψ{hΩ ƛǎǎǳŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘŀƭ hŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ 59thC 
issues.  
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Design Review 

In this section I give a brief tour of the designs, and show tables with the most significant 
features. These tables summarize information that I present in more detail in later sections. 

Regular Issues 

 

 

 
 

Value Scheme Printing Theme Colors In Use 
½ c  05c Offset Belgrano Purple 1935 to 1940s 
1 c 1c Offset and 

Typographed 
Sarmiento Orange Brown 1935 to 1950s 

2 c 2c Offset Urquiza Dark Brown 1935 onwards 
2 ½ c 2p5c Offset Braille Dark Green 1939 to 1940s 
3 c 3cSM Offset San Martin Green 1935 to 1938 
3 c 3cSM Offset San Martin Gray 1939 to 1940s 
4 c 4c Offset Brown Green 1939 to 1940s 
4 c 4c Offset Brown Gray 1935 to 1938 
3 c 3cM Offset Moreno Olive Green 1943 to 1940s 
5 c 5c Offset Moreno Red Brown 1936 to 1938 
5 c 5c Typographed Moreno Red Brown 1937 to 1940 
5 c 5c Clay paper Moreno Red Brown 1941 to 1940s 
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Value Scheme Printing Theme Colors In Use 
6 c  6c Offset Alberdi Olive Green 1935 to 1940s 
8 c 8c Offset Avellaneda Orange 1939 to 1940s 
12 c 12cBR Offset Mitre Brown 1935 to 1938 
12 c 12cR Offset Mitre Red 1939 to 1940s 
10 c 10cR Typographed Rivadavia Red 1935 to 1938 
10 c 10cBR Offset and 

Typographed 
Rivadavia Brown 1939 to 1961 

15 c 15cSC Offset Cattle Blue 1936 to 1940s 
20 c 20cSC Offset and 

Typographed 
Cattle Blue 1951 to 1950s 

20 c 20cJMG/MG Offset Guemes Blue 1935 to 1942 
15 c 15cMG Offset Guemes Blue 1942 to 1940s 
20 c 20cLC Offset Cattle  Greenish 

Blue 
1942 to 1950s 

25 c 25c Offset Agriculture Pink Red 1936 to 1950s 
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Value Scheme Printing Theme Colors In Use 
30 c  30c Offset Wool Orange Brown and Yellow 

Brown 
1936 to 1950s 

1 peso 1pL Offset Map with 
boundaries 

Brown and Blue 1936 

1 peso 1p Offset Map without 
boundaries 

Brown and Blue 1937 to 1940s 

40 c 40c Offset Sugarcane Purple and Reddish Purple 1936 to 1950s 
50 c 50c Offset Oil Rig Red and Orange 1936 to 1950s 
5 pesos 5p Offset Iguazu Navy Blue and Dark Green 1936 to 1950s 
2 pesos 2p Offset Fruits Red Brown and Blue 1936 to 1950s 
10 pesos 10p Offset Grapes Brown and Black 1936 to 1950s 
20 pesos 20p Offset Cotton Green and Brown 1936 to 1950s 



The Argentina 1935-51 Definitives 
 

10 
 

Departmental Officials 

There are eight overprints representing departments, or ministries of the Argentinean 
government. These are: 
 

M.A.: Agriculture M.G.: War 

 
 

M.H.: Home M.I.: Interior 

 

 
 
 
 










































































































































































































































